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Today we will begin with a short review (illustrator is good for 
building shapes and more) as well as the ability to build designs 
of any size.  Next we will expand our knowledge about 
illustrator through shape modes and how to modify our designs 
using shapes to make new ones.  Lastly we will learn more 
about masks and how to apply these to make shapes and even 
cool transitions.   

 

 

 

 

  

Adobe Illustrator is a vector graphics editor and design  

 

 



Here is a review of what we learned in our last lesson: 

Illustrator pathfinder has multiple shape modes for us to 
explore: 

 

There are four different ways to combine basic shapes in Illustrator: unite, 
subtract, intersect and exclude overlap.  Lets learn how to use the 
pathfinder menu, and the multiple ways shapes can be transformed. 

 

 

 



Next lets look at one of the key features that illustrator 
offers is masking… Masking is about hiding and revealing 
parts of an image or graphic design.  It is a key concept in 
Graphic Design and very helpful how to properly use 
masking within Adobe Illustrator.  Masking allows you to 
show & hide certain parts of an object.  Also we will 
expand our knowledge of the Layers features and learn 
about “Clip Groups”.  How do we know if a Layer has a 
clipping mask, Answer: (underline).  Another good tool is 
the <Object> menu, then Clipping Mask <Make>.  How to 
use a clipping group, and make them more powerful; for 
example moving objects out of a clipping group.  Also how 
to use opacity masks as a transition.  Remember the 
masking object needs to be on top, within the layers, and 
using the transparency menu. 

 

- Clipping Mask 
- Opacity Mask 
- Draw inside 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Next we will see a short video about Tension & Contrast: 

Spark visual interest by adding tension and contrast 
See how unexpected placement and greater contrasts between the elements on a page can increase interest and engagement in 
your designs. 
Here is a short video tutorial: 

https://creativecloud.adobe.com/cc/learn/illustrator/paths/graphic-design-foundational-skills/illustrator/series/graphic-
design/composition-and-layout/illustrator/in-app/spark-visual-interest-by-adding-tension-and-contrast?locale=en 

 

Next,  “Use repetition for Design Consistency”     Create harmony and unity in designs by repeating graphic elements, type styles, 
colors, and consistent placement. 

 

         Here is a short video Tutorial: 

https://creativecloud.adobe.com/cc/learn/illustrator/paths/graphic-design-foundational-skills/illustrator/series/graphic-
design/composition-and-layout/illustrator/in-app/use-repetition-for-design-consistency?locale=en 



 

 

 

 


