Week 15
Adobe illustrator  03/07/2024


Today we will begin with a short review (illustrator is good for building shapes and more) as well as the ability to build designs of any size.  Next we will expand our knowledge about illustrator through shape modes and how to modify our designs using shapes to make new ones.  Lastly we will learn more about masks and how to apply these to make shapes and even cool transitions.  Lastly we will look at some shortcuts to speed up your workflow!    Keep this shortcut list for your reference.
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 Adobe Illustrator-
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Adobe Illustrator is a vector graphics editor and design 

Illustrator pathfinder has multiple shape modes for us to explore:
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There are four different ways to combine basic shapes in Illustrator: unite, subtract, intersect and exclude overlap.  Lets learn how to use the pathfinder menu, and the multiple ways shapes can be transformed.
Here is a short video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlHhX65X-pE&t=27s
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Next lets look at one of the key features that illustrator offers is masking… Masking is about hiding and revealing parts of an image or graphic design.  It is a key concept in Graphic Design and very helpful how to properly use masking within Adobe Illustrator.  Masking allows you to show & hide certain parts of an object.  Also we will expand our knowledge of the Layers features and learn about “Clip Groups”.  How do we know if a Layer has a clipping mask, Answer: (underline).  Another good tool is the <Object> menu, then Clipping Mask <Make>.  How to use a clipping group, and make them more powerful; for example moving objects out of a clipping group.  Also how to use opacity masks as a transition.  Remember the masking object needs to be on top, within the layers, and using the transparency menu.

· Clipping Mask
· Opacity Mask
· Draw inside

Short video: https://youtu.be/BpHtWOQlNoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpHtWOQlNoo

Next, let look at some shortcuts that will speed up your workflow: 
Illustrator shortcuts can help improve your workflow on what remains the industry standard vector design tool. From creating brand design assets or infographics, Illustrator offers designers a powerful range of tools. But as with a lot of software, sometimes simple and frequently repeated tasks can become a drag and slow down your workflow. The solution to that is to use Illustrator shortcuts to perform those tasks as efficiently as possible.
Many frequent tasks can be performed with an Illustrator shortcut, from changing the size of text to deselecting or merging layers. There are also handy shortcuts for brushes, saving and closing, viewing options and lots more. It can be close to impossible to memorise all of the shortcuts at once, but if you start with the tasks you do most often and gradually incorporate more into your workflow, they start to become second nature.

The most useful Illustrator shortcuts

Illustrator shortcuts can help you perform frequent tasks more efficiently (Image credit: Adobe)

01. Select all items on layer
Mac: Option+Click layer name
Windows: Alt+Click layer name

02. Hand Tool
Mac: Spacebar
Windows: Spacebar
Move around your artboard without disturbing the content. This shortcut can't be used while editing typography.
03. Hand Tool (Editing type)
Mac: Cmd+Spacebar
Windows: Ctrl+Spacebar
Move around your artboard without disturbing the content. This can be used while editing type, but you have to start moving the cursor around very quickly after releasing the Cmd/Ctrl key, otherwise Illustrator will start adding spaces to your text.
04. Activate Zoom In tool
Mac: Cmd+Spacebar
Windows: Ctrl+Spacebar
Zoom closer into the artboard.
05. Activate Zoom Out tool
Mac: Cmd+Option+Spacebar
Windows: Ctrl+Alt+Spacebar
Zoom out of the artboard.

06. Access Selection or Direction Selection tool
Mac: Cmd
Windows: Ctrl
Switch between the Selection or Direction Selection tool – a big time saver.
07. Move Selection 10 pts
Mac: Shift+arrow direction
Windows: Shift+arrow direction
Shift your imagery and/or typography accurately and quickly.


08. Add to a selection
Mac: Shift-click
Windows: Shift-click
Create multiple selections, with the ability to add more if needed.
09. Lock selected artwork
Mac: Cmd+2
Windows: Ctrl+2
This is a handy way to lock down those layers that keep getting in the way.

10. Unlock all artwork
Mac: Cmd+Option+2
Windows: Ctrl+Alt+2
Unlock previously locked layers all at once.
11. Duplicate
Mac: Option+drag
Windows: Alt+drag
Just drag your selection while holding Option to duplicate the file.
12. Scale proportionally with Selection tool
Mac: Shift+drag bounding box
Windows: Shift+drag bounding box
Never distort your images again: scale them proportionally with this method.
13. Sample colour
Mac: I
Windows: I
Sample colour from a vector, gradient or image with the eyedropper tool.
14. Show/hide artboards
Mac: Cmd+Shift+H
Windows: Ctrl+Shift+H
Each artboard is bound by solid lines that represent the maximum printable area, with a canvas area beyond these boundaries. This shortcut shows/hides the artboard boundaries.
15. Show/hide artboard rulers
Mac: Cmd+R
Windows: Ctrl+R
Make sure everything lines up by toggling rulers on.
16. View all artboards in window
Mac: Cmd+Option+O
Windows: Ctrl+Alt+O
Shows you multiple artboards at once.

17. Decrease/increase type size
Mac: Cmd+Shift+< or >
Windows: Ctrl+Shift+< or >
An effective way of changing your font size directly in front of your eyes.
18. Decrease/Increase leading
Mac: Option+up/down
Windows: Alt+up/down
Quickly adjust the kerning without having to keep clicking in the character tab.
19. Decrease/Increase kerning or tracking
Mac: Option+arrow L/R
Windows: Alt+arrow L/R
Adjust the space between your text in Illustrator with this handy command.
20. Align text left/centre/right
Mac: Cmd-Shift-L/C/R
Windows: Ctrl+Shift+L/C/R
A great way to experiment with the alignment of your text, this shortcut will enable you to do it quickly.
21. Save for Web and Devices
Mac: Cmd+Shift+Opt+S
Windows: Ctrl+Shift+Alt+S
If you prefer not to drag your mouse around a number of options, use this shortcut.

Source:
https://www.creativebloq.com/illustrator/shortcuts-5132938
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Build complex shapes.

Combine common shapes to make complex ones with the
Shape Builder tool. Make bold, geometric designs for icons

and more.
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Create designs at any size.

From small-scale stickers to giant billboards, resize your
designs as big or small as you want with the Scale tool —
no quality lost.
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